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Roger C. Adams, Esq. 
United Stales Pardon Attorney 
Office of" the Pardon Attorney 
United Status Department of Justice- 
1-125 New York Ave. N'W, Suite [100 
Washington, DC 20530 



Deaf Mr. Adams, 



1 am writing in support of rive presidential pardon application submitted by (he Law 
Oflke of Margaret Love, on bdudf of.Tred Thomas Fratuia. 

Mi'. Franm w&a coavieuxl of." a teUMiv that look place eighteen years ago. At the rinse- his 
fully accepted responsibility for his actions, and ivAs since- com plenty satisfied the terms 
of his serittttetf. His has shown bis leadership stud dedication to bis community through 
his work with the Parent Resource Center of Modesto and the Community Hospice 
Foundation, as wot) as helping 10 provide for many members of his local parish. Mr. 
Fnmzia has also been working with the- viliculiuni mid ttrwlo'jy departments at California 
State University Fresno and Purdue Utuversily. He has become a rrwmher of the- 
ii.dvi.sory board at CSUFnssno, lutd has been ft substantia) financial oontdouto! 1 to both 
universities. 



He seeks it pardon, not for any Kpi?.eif>e h mi tal too ha has eneo ordered duo to tlx*; 
luwiiHifjn, but because of the shame the conviction lias brought upon himself, his 
children, his grandchildren and the family owiiud winery. Mr. Ftatuia understands that a 
pardon will not erase hi.u past, hut be hopes that it wili provide* fbrgiveofiss and peace of" 
mind for hinnsdf and his family. He would hke to continue the long tradition of 
wine making- in his family wilhoutthe stigma of his poor bts sin ess practices from eighteen 
yciirs ago hanging, over lite eomparsy. Fur! hit, !he Aleobol ami Tobaeeo '['ax awl Trade 
Burtau, the government agency responsible for overseeing the alcoholic beverage 
industry, is willing l:o allow him to resume his corporate leadership tole in the family 
wintry. The agency believes that, through his actions over the past eighteen years sinee 
his conviction, Mr. Fran/ia has shown thai hu fully understands his wrong, doing, and will 
maintain his corporation within the boundaries of the law. 



[ support \he. preside nil ill pardon application si.ibrvii.Hixl by the Law Office of Margaret 
LiWi;, ou behalf cT Fred Thomas [Tannin. Pkinse give your fu[] c:orcsi deration to this 
appEiciUton. Thank you in advance for your Lime. 



Sincerely, 




Grwge f.i A4jrijKwjc.h 
Mcmbwi' of Congress 




U. S, Department of Justice 



Pardon Attorney 



JUL 1 1 2907 



The Houomblti George Radawtovidt 
11$. Moos* of R^resfcntittivss 
Washington, DC 205 15 

Dear CcmgrusstMn RAr3ariovi.ch: 

Thank yon for yoyr Setter of him D s 2007, supporting a pardon for Fred Thomas Fraisziii. 
Mr. Franzia's; ap-pJt cation for a pardon was received in the Office of the Pardon Attorney in 
t'ebmary 2007, and is currently tmdw const deration Your views iit h\$ support are appreciated, 
and your letter lias been made a part of bis £H«. Wo will notify Ml 1 , Fmnzia's attorneys promptly 
when final actioEi has been taken on his application, atid will notify you a.s well. 



Sincerely, 




Roger C. Adams 
Pardon Attorney 
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April 23, 2008 



Mr. Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Fielding, 

I am writing to call your attention to a letter I submitted to the U.S. Department of Justice 
on June 13, 2007. 1 sent this letter to Pardon Attorney Mr. Roger C. Adams, in support of 
the Presidential pardon application submitted by the Law Office of Margaret Love, on 
behalf of Fred Thomas Franzia. 

Mr. Franzia was convicted of a felony that took place eighteen years ago and he has 
completely satisfied the terms of his sentence. He seeks a pardon because of the shame 
the conviction has brought upon himself, his children, his grandchildren, and Ins family 
owned winery. He would like to continue the long tradition of winemaking in his family 
without the stigma of his poor business practices from eighteen years ago. 

Mr. Franzia has shown that he fully understands his wrong doing, and will maintain his 
corporation within the boundaries of the law. I support the Presidential pardon 
application submitted by the Law Office of Margaret Love, on behalf of Fred Thomas 
Franzia. Please give your full consideration to this application. Thank you in advance for 
your time. This matter is important to me, and I would like to discuss it with you at your 
convenience. 



Sincerely, 
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GEORGE RADANOVICH 



19th District, California 



May 7, 2008 



Mr. Ronald L. Rodgers 
U.S. Pardon Attorney 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

Dear Mr. Rodgers: 

f am writing to call your attention to a letter I originally sent to Pardon Attorney, Mr. Roger 
C. Adams, on June 13, 2007 and the most recent letter I sent to Mr. Fred Fielding on April 
23, 2008. This letter was to express my support of the Presidential pardon application 
submitted by the Law Office of Margaret Love on behalf of Fred Thomas Franzia. 

This Presidential pardon application is for the felony that Mr. Franzia was convicted of 
eighteen years ago. He has completely satisfied the terms of his sentence and has shown that 
he fully understands his wrong doing and will maintain his corporation within the boundaries 
of the law. Mr. Franzia's conviction has brought shame upon himself, his children, his 
grandchildren, and his family owned winery. This Presidential pardon will allow his family 
to continue the long tradition of winemaking without the stigma of Mr. Franzia's poor 
business practices from eighteen years ago. 

I support the Presidential pardon application submitted by the Law Office of Margaret Love 
on behalf of Mr. Fred Thomas Franzia. 1 urge you to give your full consideration to this 
application. I would like to discuss this important matter with you further, and will be in 
touch to schedule a meeting at your convenience. Thank you in advance for your time. 




Member of Congress 



Enclosures 



Pa id on Altomey 



m -9 2008 



The. Honorable George Radaitavich 
United States Hou,stt of Rispri^ttntaiiv^ 
1367 Rnybuf» [louse Office Building 
Washington, DC :10S15-0S13 

D«af Congressman Radanovieh; 

'Hits is in response; to your leuurof May 7, 2.008 > expressing support for the application 
far presidential pardon fikxJ by your constituent, Fred ThomaM Frantf.ia. 

Mr'. Ftflmriu'ii applicalkm for pardon is Cnnontiy under con si deration. Your views in his 
support arc appreciated, and yom Setter has been added to Liis executive cie-ii'Jent'.y file. The 
pardon process frequently is Je-Jigthy, and we are unable; to advise any given applicant when fie 
may expect to receive a decision regarding his application. Please he. assured, howtrver, that we 
wiiJ notify Mr. Franca promptly whet* final «ctto» has btien taken on his pardon request, 

Thank you for your mutest in this trs a tier. 



Sincerely, 




Ronald I... R.odgas 
Pardon Artorac-y 
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October 2«, 2004 

The Hon. George Radanovfch 
United StaUr* Mouse of Representatives 
438 Cannon House Office B)dg. 
Washington. DC 20515 

Dear Congrefisfrun Radanovieh, 

Ctor famHy lives in Merced. I am witting to ask your office to assist us in advancing we presidential paidon 
application of my fattier. je*9 a, Rcdrfgues. This application seams to have da come stuck in ma 
bureaucracy whhouT resolution. 





JRo was convicted in the US District Court Northern District of oaromia 
Ingues; Case NO. CR^2O0S1-RMW) and sent Jo prison. 

The principal charges were soon overturned by the 9tR Circuit Court el Appeals, out not Defore my father 
had spent ovar a year and a half in prison. When my father went beck to the court for resentencing he 
was promptly sentenced to ttme served and released, wm the judge noting that had Mr. Rodrigues only 
Been convicted of the minor charges uihicti were not overturned, he would not have received oven the 
prison sentence lie actually served, If any. 

My father was not daunted oy the lime he spent In prison and he relumed to business, creating a 
Successful nursery employing weB over SO peopta and doing real estate projects throughout ihe Central 
vaney as wai| as cenbmang res trfetong comrnflmenf to local charity work. Mtwogh we all fair he h ad 
been raSroaded and should never have been charged, moc* less convicted, he was as productive as 
everjnsptte of Bis undeserved Status as a convicted felon. Bom and raised In Merced, my father was a 
respected and celebrated member of th* community who*- name deserves to be cleared. 

Oel/m oirougn ihe proper channels, m y father fjjea an appllca Uon for pardon with the Office df the Pardon 
Attorney (U.S. Department of Justice), '^iaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaal he traveled to Washlnoton Dc,a numtw n r 
times to meet with the Pardon Anomav ana liis : 



us appllcalfon is stri" working its way through the bureaucracy. 




As far as we 



VWh his pass.no. my rattler's pardon application has salted, n shouldni, As much as he deserved a 
pardon to dear his name during his We. our family, who continue to work hard and contribute to the 
^£^'!Zif 0tVC d6artn ° <* «f fama >' s a!Un *- ' *°""» 'Ike your staff to assist me in convincing 

2? 10 ** vanw » *"* Mnvlc«on to approval and issue. Our attorney h*s all necessary details 
re: my father's case history and pending application and can forward these to your staff 
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U. S. Department of Justice 

Pardon Attorney 



Washington, D.C. 20530 

MAY 1 7 2005 



The Honorable George Radanovich 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Radanovich: 

I wanted to follow up on a telephone conversation of May 13, 2005 with two members of 
your staff concerning your late constituent, Jess A. Rodrigues. Initially, the Rules Governing 
Petitions for Executive Clemency (28 CFR §§1.1 - 1.1 1), a copy of which I have enclosed for 
your convenience, provide that a person must wait five years from the time he is released from 
incarceration before he is eligible to apply for a Presidential pardon. Mr. Rodrigues submitted a 
pardon petition almost as soon as he had completed the five year waiting period, and it arrived in 
my office on March 2, 2004. 

My normal procedure upon receiving a pardon petition is to send a letter of 
acknowledgment to the applicant and to contact the U.S. Probation Office for the federal district 
in which the person was convicted (in Mr. Rodrigues's case the Northern District of California). 
I usually am able to do this within a week or so, but in Mr. Rodrigues's case I remembered that 
my office had extensive contact with him in 1999 and 2000 and I wanted to obtain and peruse the 
material generated at that time - including a detailed letter that I recalled having sent to him 
describing why I would not waive the five-year waiting period and allow him to apply for a 
pardon at that time - before beginning work on his case. Consequently, I did not write to Mr. 
Rodrigues or to the U.S. Probation Office in San Francisco until April 26, 2004. 

On that date, I wrote to Mr. Rodrigues at the residential address he had set out in his 
pardon petition, but a few weeks later the letter was returned by the Postal Service with a 
notation that it was to be returned to the sender and that no forwarding address was available. 
(Your staff has subsequently confirmed for me that the Post Office Box in Soquel, California to 
which I addressed the above-mentioned letter to Mr. Rodrigues in March 2000 was still the 
address at which his family receives mail.) At about the same time, I got my letter to Mr. 
Rodrigues back from the Postal Service, I received a letter from the U.S. Probation Office 
informing me that Mr. Rodrigues had died. 

While fortunately it is fairly unusual for a pardon applicant to die while his application is 
pending, this has happened in the past. My usual procedure in this situation is to close the case 



2 



administratively and not iUtempl. to contact a relative, especially if the death occurs very shortly 
ailer tbt: paid on petition, is received uml we have not had a chance to do any stgn.ttieafM. work oti 
the case. Orutcrstimdably, close i^lstiv«s of the decedent art! ofXloli.oTiEtLCy distraught over their 
loss, and it has always scorned to me uiuieVrCssaiy and inappropriate to add to their loss by 
reminding then.« that the pardon requesl will not be processed. (As you probably know, 
posthumous pardons Arm so exceedingly rare, that to c-onumuukiatc with relatives, whicb would 
invariably prompt (hem to ask for siidi a pardon, is not a wise idea, in my view.) In any event, 
Ehitf was ih.e procedure 1 followed in Mr, Rodriguez's- case, 

I am certainly sorry if Mr. Rodriguez's relatives thought. Uhat. his case was pending and 
lh:tt wy office bad simply not tfon« anything on it. As explained abovw, that was not the casts, 
and my office's not contacting his relatives was the result of trying Iti spcUns (hem from a furthttr 
si^rxsjo of disappointment over th« fact that, as a practical matter. His death predudes bis getting <i 
pardon. Moreover, as noted, ttiy effort to contact Mr, Rodagiiiss whetf. I thought be- was still nlivc 
had been Linstic-ctfss.ful because he apprirwt'irly did mot receive maii at his hom«. 

I hope the above is of assistance lo yiHL If you or your staff huvc any further questions, I 
won Id be pleased to try Co address them. 

Sincerely, 

R tiger C. Adams 
Pardon Attorney 



Enclosure 



